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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S

DAY

Easter Day Worship
First Presbyterian Church
Tallahassee, Florida
April 5, 2026, 11:00 AM
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GATHERING

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Glenn Hodges
Ringing of the Zimbelstern

Voluntary Piece d'Orgue, BWYV 572 J.S. Bach
Call to Worship

The Lord is risen! Alleluia!
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed!

Prayer of Adoration

*Entrance Hymn 232 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today EASTER HYMN

*Asterisks invite the congregation to rise in body or spirit. Congregational responses are in bold print.



*Litany for Easter
From the chaos before creation and the destruction of the flood.
O Lord of life, deliver us.

From the devastating sacrifice and the armies of the enemy.
O Lord of life, deliver us.

From the vanity of wickedness and the bread that only perishes.
O Lord of life, deliver us.

From the power of the oppressor and the hardness of our own hearts.
O Lord of life, deliver us.

From the valley of dry bones and the furnace of blazing fire.
O Lord of life, deliver us.

From the belly of the beast and the disgrace of exile.
O Lord of life, deliver us.

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead,

for he is alive and has become the Lord of life.

From the waters of death you raise us with him

and renew your gift of life within us. Increase in our minds and hearts
the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people
toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

*Thanksgiving for Baptism

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession

Eternal God, our judge and redeemer,

we confess that we have tried to hide from you,
for we have done wrong.

We have lived for ourselves,

and apart from you.

We have turned from our neighbors,

and refused to bear the burdens of others.

We have ignored the pain of the world,

and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the
oppressed.

In your great mercy forgive our sins
and free us from selfishness,

that we may choose your will

and obey your commandments;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.



*Assurance of Pardon

Hear the good news of God’s promise:
| will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.
Everyone who calls on the

name of the Lord will be saved.

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.

*Response Pascha nostrum Jeffrey Rickard

Refrain sung by all; verse sung by the choir.
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Choir: Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth, Alleluia! [Refrain]

*The Peace

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you.

WORD

Prayer for Illumination Miriam Gurniak
New Testament Reading Acts 10:34—43

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Hymn 68| This is the Day the Lord Hath Made NUN DANKET ALL’ UND BRINGET HER’

(Psalm | 18:1-2, 14-24)

Epistle Colossians 3:1—4

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Hymn 485 We Know that Christ is Raised ENGELBERG

*Please remain standing for the Gospel reading.
*Gospel John 20:1-18
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Sermon Rev. Glenn Hodges

*Affirmation of Faith (Nicene Creed)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and Apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

...Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

EUCHARIST
Call To Offering
Presentation of Gifts, Tithes and Offerings
Anthem Crown Him, the Risen King! Lloyd Larson
All creatures of our God and King, Rejoice, again | say, rejoice! Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne.
Lift up your voice and with us sing: His Kingdom cannot fail, Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.
“Christ is risen! Christ is risen!” He rules o’er earth and heaven; Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia! The keys of death and hell and hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.
Rejoice, the Lord is King! are to our Jesus given. Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave,
Y(.)({r Lor. d and King ador .e! Lift up your hearA t lift up your voice! and rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save;
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, Rejoice, again | say, rejoice! His glories now we singWho died and rose on high,
And triumph evermore. Who died eterndl life to bring, and lives that death may die.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! All creatures of our God and King,
Christ is risen! Christ is risen! Alleluia!
*Presentation Hymn 609 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*Prayer of Dedication
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

... Therefore we praise you,

joining our voices with angels and archangels
and with all the faithful of every time and place,
who forever sing to the glory of your name.

Hymn 513 v. 3

...Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.

Hymn 513 v.1

... Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ,

all glory and honor are yours, almighty God,
with the Holy Spirit in the holy church,

now and forever. Amen.

Hymn 513 v.4
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kindom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Music During Communion

Bell Choir The Day of Resurrection
Hymn 255 O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing
*Prayer After Communion
SENDING
*Hymn 238 Thine Is the Glory

*Blessing and Charge

Beloved children of God, receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, the grace of Jesus Christ,

and the blessing of the Lord forever. Alleluia!

As Jesus called the first disciples, so he calls to us this day: Follow me. Amen.

Voluntary Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWYV 625

Festival Canticle

Festival Canticle

Festival Canticle

arr. Barbara Kinyon

O FILI ET FILIAE

JUDAS MACCABEUS

J.S. Bach



IN WORSHIP TODAY

“Kingdom” or “Kindom” in the Lord’s Prayer? Kingdoms were the dominant community structure when our
Scriptures were written. Some find it meaningful to think about other Biblical metaphors to convey the ethos of care and
genuine kin-ships about which Jesus taught and preached. Please pray as you choose.

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations — We offer prayers for healing for Sabrina Wright, Juana Maria Diaz Perez
(mother of Ruben Diaz), Bob Rackleff, Rich Peyton, Brant Copeland, Martha Kutter, Joyce Crawford, Bev Breedlove, Tara
Reynolds, Sandra Sherrard, Martha Snowden and Wayne Friedemann. We offer prayers for strength and mercy for
the family of Sue Safford, who died April |; Evanna (sister of Wayne Friedemann), Patricia McCoy Delancey, and Thaddeus
Gillon. We pray for the staff and volunteers of Second Harvest of the Big Bend and all our mission partners. We
pray for victims of gun violence in our community and our country. We pray for the Presbyterian Reformed
Church in Cuba, Pastor Izett Sama Hernandez, and Pastor Alison Infante. We pray for peace in Israel, Gaza, Ukraine,
and around the world. We also pray for those in military service, including Brian Guisao, Ross Yeilding, David
DelRossi, and Owen Elzie.

Cover art: Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria, Canada: Resurrection, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.p?’RC=58974 [retrieved
March 30, 2026]. Original source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/eyesplash/691 1549426.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children are welcome in this service as full members of God’s family. Parents and children are invited to use whatever
is useful in the basket by the door to the Narthex. Childcare for children under the age of kindergarten is in the Education
Building. Please note that during worship the Education Building is locked. Please enter through the breezeway door.

Restrooms are located in this building through the door at the end of each ground floor aisle of the sanctuary.

An induction loop system is available in the sanctuary. To use the system, switch your compatible hearing aid to the
T—telephone mode or request a wireless headset from an usher.

Large Print Versions of the Glory to God hymnal and worship bulletin are available from ushers.

Visitors: We are glad you are here this morning! If you have questions about our congregation or membership, please
let us know by using the friendship registers or speaking to one of the greeters so we can connect you with the right
people. We welcome new members after worship on the second Sunday of each month.

GIVE ONLINE

<=

Online Offerings &

CHECK-IN

—

Let us know you came

to Worship today! Donations
MEMBERS OF SESSION 2026-28 SERVING IN THE LITURGY

CLASS OF 2026 CLASS OF 2027 CLASs OF 2028 OFFICIANT Rev. Glenn Hodges
Sue Safford Kay Crowell Carolyn Herrington SCRIPTURE READER Miriam Gurniak
Daniel Bruno Jon Dodrill Sue Hightower C The Adult Choir
Eleanor Cleveland Caitlin James Bob McVety HOIR The Bell Choir
Janet Fixel Mary Kutter Donnie Watts CHOIR DIRECTOR Dr. Bryan Stenson
Greg Riccardi, Clerk  Deb Whisnant Shirley Zahn ORGANIST Victoria Coey

VIDEO TEAM LEAD Carl Morse

Phone: (850) 222-4504

Fax: (850) 222-2215
www.facebook.com/oldfirstchurch
Website: www.oldfirstchurch.org
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

232

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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It seems likely that this beloved Easter text began in Latin and moved through German before reaching
English, where it combined with the present tune in the emerging English evangelical style, a reaction to the
restrained one-note-per-syllable psalmody that preceded it.

TEXT: Stanzas 1-3, Lyra Davidica, 1708; stanza 4, Charles Wesley, 1740
Spanish trans. Juan Bautista Cabrera, alt.; Korean trans. The Christian Literature Society of Korea

MUSIC: Lyra Davidica, 1708; adapt. from The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749

Korean Trans. © The Christian Literature Society of Korea

7.7.7.7 with alleluias



JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION
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CELEBRATING TIME

681 This Is the Day the Lord Hath Made

(Psalm 118)
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These stanzas provide Watts’s paraphrase of Psalm 118:24-29 (minus a stanza he inserted about Easter and
Pentecost as part of his effort to Christianize the Psalms). They are set to a tune composed for and named by
a Paul Gerhardt text, “Now Let All Thank and Bring Honor.”

TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt. NUN DANKET ALL" UND BRINGET EHR’
MUSIC: Johann Criiger, c. 1647 CM



We Know That Christ Is Raised 485
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Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
Beginning with an allusion to Romans 6:9, this exuberant baptismal hymn unfolds the implications of our
incorporation into Christ’s new life, making us “a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). The text was written to
fit this expansive tune by a distinguished British composer.

TEXT: John Brownlow Geyer, 1967, alt. ENGELBERG
MUSIC: Charles Villiers Stanford, 1904 10.10.10.4
Text © 1972 John Brownlow Geyer (this tune in a higher key, 641)



SERVICE MUSIC

609 Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow
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TEXT: Brian Wren, 1989 LASST UNS ERFREUEN
MUSIC: Geistliche Kirchengesing, 1623; harm. Hal H. Hopson, 1998 LM with alleluias
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company (alternate harmonization, 10)

Music Harm. © 1998 Hope Publishing Company



This Is the Feast of Victory 513
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join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion.
God and the Lamb for - ev - er A - men.
gun his reign. Al -le - lu - ia!

This exuberant unrhymed paraphrase is especially well suited for use at celebrations of the Lord’s Supper
in Easter Season. The stanzas are derived from several passages in Revelation (5:9-10, 12-14; 7:10b, 12), while
the refrain possibly refers to 1 Corinthians 15:54b-56.

TEXT: John W. Arthur, 1970 FESTIVAL CANTICLE
MUSIC: Richard Hillert, 1975, alt. Irregular
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship (admin. Augsburg Fortress)

Music © 1975, 1988 Richard Hillert (Published by OCP)



O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing

JES

US CHRIST: RESURRECTION
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No longer Thomas then denied;
he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

These stanzas from a 19th-century translation of a longer 15th-century Latin text are the continuation of
hymn no. 235 and are based on the traditional gospel reading for the Second Sunday of Easter. They are sung
to a 15th-century French tune adapted for church use.

{

6 How blest are they who have not seen,

and yet wh

ose faith has constant been,

for they eternal life shall win.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

TEXT: Attr. Jean Tisserand, 15th cent.; trans. John Mason Neale, 1852
MUSIC: French melody, 15th cent.; arr. Airs sur les hymnes sacrez, odes et néels, 1623

O FILII ET FILIAE
8.8.8 with alleluias



JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

238 Thine Is the Glory
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he greets us, scat-ters fear and gloom. Let the church with glad-ness
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where thy bod - y lay
death hath lost  its sting. Thine is the glo-ry, ris - en, con-quering
to thy home a-Dbove.
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This Easter text, first in French and later in English, was written to fit the music, a chorus created for Handel’s
oratorio Joshua and moved to Judas Maccabeus in 1751. It grew widely popular following its use at the First
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1948.

TEXT: Edmond Louis Budry, 1884; trans. R. Birch Hoyle, 1923, alt. JUDAS MACCABEUS
MUSIC: George Frederick Handel, 1748 5.5.6.5.6.5.6.5 with refrain



JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION
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Son; end -less is the wvic-tory thou o’er death hast won.
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