
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Fourth Sunday In Lent 

First Presbyterian Church 

Tallahassee, Florida 

March 15, 2026, 11:00 AM 

 

GATHERING 

Ringing of the Zimbelstern   

Voluntary Beach Spring (Sacred Harp) arr. Wilbur Held 

Welcome and Announcements   Rev. Glenn Hodges 

Minute for Missions  Mary Hodges 

Call to Worship 

   

We are the children of light, 

rejoicing in everything good and right and true. 

 

We worship the Lord who heals, liberates, 

And raises us from the dead. 

In the dream of the beloved community of God, 

We are awake, and we stand in the light of Christ. 

Opening Prayer 

*Hymn 816 If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee WER NUR DEN LEBEN GOTT 

*Call to Confession 

How do we know when our actions are right? 
When the fruits of our labors are good and true. 

Christ is the light exposes all we keep hidden, 

But offers us healing and renewal instead of judgment. 

Therefore, let us hold up our sins to Christ’s gaze. 

*Prayer of Confession 

God of compassion and mercy, we sometimes fail to see what you are doing in the 

world. We want you to act in ways we predict, but we forget: you do what is good, 

not what is expected. Forgive us when we do not recognize your miracles. Forgive 

us when we doubt the wisdom of your actions. Most of all, forgive us when we do not 

respond to your call, ignoring what we need to do to show the world your love and 

grace. 

*Sung Response Hymn 575  Lord, Have Mercy upon Us KYRIE ELEISON (Pardini) 

*Assurance of Pardon 

Jesus restores our souls 

and leads us in right paths for his name’s sake.  

Surely goodness and mercy  

shall follow us all the days of our lives, 

and we will dwell in the house of the Lord 

our whole lives long.   



*Asterisks indicate to please rise in body or spirit. Congregational responses are in bold print. 

 

*The Peace 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you. 

 

 

WORD 

Prayer of Illumination  Caitlin James 

Hebrew Scripture 1 Samuel 16:1–13 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Hymn 803 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need (Psalm 23) RESIGNATION 

Epistle  Ephesians 5:8–14 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

*Hymn 314 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT 

Gospel John 91–41  

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Sermon  Rev. Glenn Hodges 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (Adapted from the Confession of 1967)   

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as God’s reconciling community. 

This community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of 

reconciliation and shares God’s labor of healing the enmities which separate people 

from God and from each other. Christ has called the church to this mission and given 

it the gift of the Holy Spirit. The church maintains continuity with the apostles and 

with Israel by faithful obedience to his call. 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kindom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

    and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

EUCHARIST 

Call To Offering 

Presentation of Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 

 

 

 

 

 



Anthem I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Kathleen Thomerson 

  Arr. Mark Hayes 

 

I want to walk as a child of the light; 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world; 

The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

I'm looking for the coming of Christ; 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus.  

I want to see the brightness of God; 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path 

And show me the way to the Father. 

In him there is no darkness at all; 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God: 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

*Presentation Hymn 607 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

*Prayer of Dedication  

SENDING 

*Hymn 739 O for a Closer Walk with God CAITHNESS 

*Blessing and Charge 

May the steadfast love of God, 

the abundant grace of Jesus Christ, 

and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit 

be with you this day and always. Amen. 

 

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus: 

If any wish to be my disciples 

let them take up the cross 
and follow me. Amen. 

 

Voluntary Restoration (Southern Harmony)  arr. Wilbur Head 

 

IN WORSHIP TODAY  

“Kingdom” or “Kindom” in the Lord’s Prayer? Kingdoms were the dominant community structure when 

our Scriptures were written. Some find it meaningful to think about other Biblical metaphors to convey the 

ethos of care and genuine kin-ships about which Jesus taught and preached. Please pray as you choose. 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations — We offer prayers for healing for Juana Maria Diaz Perez (mother 

of Ruben Diaz), Bob Rackleff, Rich Peyton, Brant Copeland, Martha Kutter, Joyce Crawford, Bev Breedlove, 

Tara Reynolds, Sandra Sherrard, Martha Snowden, Wayne Friedemann and Peggy Wright Cleveland. We offer 

prayers for strength and mercy for Evanna (sister of Wayne Friedemann), Patricia McCoy Delancey, and 

Thaddeus Gillon. We pray for the staff and volunteers of Second Harvest of the Big Bend as well as those 

of all our mission partners. We pray for victims of gun violence in our community and our country. We 

pray for the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba, Pastor Izett Samá Hernández, and Pastor Alison 

Infante. We pray for peace in Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, and around the world. We also pray for those in 

military service, including Brian Guisao, Ross Yeilding, David DelRossi, and Owen Elzie.  

Today we welcome Dr.  Judy Arthur as guest organist. 

 



First Presbyterian Church  Phone: (850) 222-4504 

110 North Adams Street  Fax: (850) 222-2215 

Tallahassee, FL 32301  www.facebook.com/oldfirstchurch 

Email: office@oldfirstchurch.org  Website: www.oldfirstchurch.org 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Children are welcome in this service as full members of God’s family. Parents and children are invited to use 

whatever is useful in the basket by the door to the Narthex. Childcare for children under the age of kindergarten 

is in the Education Building. Please note that during worship the Education Building is locked. Please enter 

through the breezeway door. 

Restrooms are located in this building through the door at the end of each ground floor aisle of the sanctuary. 

An induction loop system is available in the sanctuary. To use the system, switch your compatible hearing 

aid to the T–telephone mode or request a wireless headset from an usher. 

Large Print Versions of the Glory to God hymnal and worship bulletin are available from ushers. 

Visitors: We are glad you are here this morning! If you have questions about our congregation or membership, 

please let us know by using the friendship registers or speaking to one of the greeters so we can connect you 

with the right people. We welcome new members after worship on the second Sunday of each month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING IN THE LITURGY 

OFFICIANT Rev. Glenn Hodges 

SCRIPTURE READER Caitlin James 

CHOIR The Adult Choir 

CHOIR DIRECTOR Elaina Wilson 

ORGANIST  Dr. Judy Arthur 

VIDEO TEAM LEAD Carl Morse 

 

 

 

MEMBERS OF SESSION 2026–28 

CLASS OF 2026 

Sue Safford 

Daniel Bruno 

Eleanor Cleveland 

Janet Fixel 

Greg Riccardi, Clerk 

CLASS OF 2027 

Kay Crowell 

Jon Dodrill 

Caitlin James 

Mary Kutter 

Deb Whisnant  

CLASS OF 2028 

Carolyn Herrington 

Sue Hightower 

Bob McVety 

Donnie Watts 

Shirley Zahn 

CHECK-IN 

 

Let us know you came 

to Worship today! 

GIVE ONLINE 

 

Online Offerings & 

Donations 

QR CODES 
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If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee
LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

816

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Georg Neumark, 1641; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Georg Neumark, 1641

WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT
9.8.9.8.8.8

This hymn is a testimony of experience. The original seven-stanza German text (based on Psalm 55:22) and
its tune were created by the author/composer at the age of twenty in thanksgiving for finding employment
many weeks after being left almost penniless following a robbery.

6/22/13
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Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen
SERVICE MUSIC

573

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Thomas Pavlechko, 2006
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (Pavlechko)

Amen 574

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Thomas Pavlechko, 2006
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

AMEN (Pavlechko)

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: J. Christopher Pardini, 2005
Music © 2011 Birnamwood Publications (a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.)

KYRIE ELEISON (Pardini)

575Lord, Have Mercy upon Us

5/17/13
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My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

803

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: U.S.A. folk melody; Lewis’s Beauties of Harmony, 1828; harm. Dale Grotenhuis, 1986
Music Harm. © 1990 Dale Grotenhuis

RESIGNATION
CMD

(alternate harmonization, 74)

The effectiveness of this beloved paraphrase of Psalm 23 owes much to the flowing shape note melody that
serves as a “living stream” to carry the text, which in turn has been given a remarkable clarity and lightness
through the poet’s masterful use of single-syllable words.

(Psalm 23)

6/22/13
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Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness
THE CHURCH

314

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Bernadette Farrell, 1993
Text and Music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell (Published by OCP)

CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT
9.8.9.6 with refrain

By blending biblical images and current vignettes in the present tense, this hymn connects Christ’s promise
that he is the Light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5) and his charge to his followers to be the light of the world
(Matthew 5:14). This is part of the church’s servant calling.

Christ, Be Our Light

4/10/13
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Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow

Doxology

SERVICE MUSIC

606

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551

OLD HUNDREDTH
LM

*Or “God”

Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow

Doxology

607

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551
Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg 

OLD HUNDREDTH
LM
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Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow

SERVICE MUSIC

608

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 2008
Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg
Music © 2008 Hal H. Hopson

PRAISE GOD (Hopson)
LM
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O for a Closer Walk with God
DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

739

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Cowper, 1769
MUSIC: Scottish Psalter, 1635; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt.

CAITHNESS
CM

Merely longing for a restored relationship with God is not enough; real repentance requires amendment of 
life (stanza 3). The similarity of stanzas 1 and 4 suggests both continuity and improvement. This tune was
one of the new common tunes in the Scottish Psalter of 1635.  
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