SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

First Sunday in Lent
First Presbyterian Church
Tallahassee, Florida
February 22, 2026, 11:00 AM

GATHERING
Ringing of the Zimbelstern
Voluntary Grave Alcock
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Glenn Hodges

Call to Worship

We are the body of Christ,

and we depend on God’s grace.

We pray to God in times of distress,
knowing that we are freed from sin
and preserved from trouble.

Steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.
We will be glad in the Lord and shout for joy!

Opening Prayer

*Hymn 165 The Glory of These Forty Days ERHALT UNS, HERR
*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Merciful One,

we are so easily tempted.

We turn away from your word so quickly.
We seek anything that claims to save us from
discomfort, inconvenience, pain,

fear, and emptiness.

But these are false idols, dissolving in the wind.
You are our true hope and salvation,

our hiding place, our guide, our guardian.
We confess our transgressions to you:

forgive our sins.

*Sung Response Hymn 575 Lord Have Mercy upon Us KYRIE ELEISON (Pardini)
*Assurance of Pardon

Be glad in the Lord and rejoice! God does not count our sins against us,
but offers us a free gift of righteousness. Thanks be to God!

*Asterisks indicate to please rise in body or spirit. Congregational responses are in bold print.



*The Peace

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you.

WORD

Prayer of lllumination

Hebrew Scripture Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Hymn 446 How Blest, Those Whose Transgressions (Psalm 32)

Epistle Romans 5:12—-19
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Hymn 224 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross

Gospel Matthew 4:1-1 |
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon

*Affirmation of Faith (the Apostles’ Creed)

Grant Hodges
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Rev. Glenn Hodges

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and

the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kindom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

EUCHARIST

Call To Offering
Presentation of Gifts, Tithes and Offerings



Anthem When Jesus Walked the Wilderness Lloyd Larson

When Jesus walked the wilderness he fasted and he prayed. Then challenged was the Son of God:“O there is naught to fear!
Alone, he battled Pride and Greed as false promises were made. Go, cast yourself from pinnacles; God’s angels hover near.”
The Temptor’s promises were scorned; no bread transformed from The Temptor’s promises were scorned, the challenge laid to rest:

stone. “Do not put the Lord God to the test, do not put God to the test.”
“One does not live by bread alone, does not live by bread alone.”
When Jesus walked the wilderness for forty days and nights, When Jesus walked the wilderness
Rebuked were snares in shadows there, authority and might. rejecting Pride and Greed,
The Temptor’s promises were scorned for God was placed above He lifted up the bitter cup
all Satan’s wiles:“One God to serve, one God to serve and love.” that the will of God decreed.
*Presentation Hymn 607 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING

*Hymn 833 O Love That Will Not Let Me Go ST. MARGARET
*Blessing and Charge

May the steadfast love of God,

the abundant grace of Jesus Christ,

and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit
be with you this day and always. Amen.

Remember the words of the Lord Jesus:
If any wish to be my disciples

let them take up the cross

and follow me. Amen.

Voluntary Cornet Anonymous (18" Century)

IN WORSHIP TODAY

“Kingdom” or “Kindom” in the Lord’s Prayer! Kingdoms were the dominant community structure when
our Scriptures were written. Some find it meaningful to think about other Biblical metaphors to convey the
ethos of care and genuine kin-ships about which Jesus taught and preached. Please pray as you choose.

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations — We offer prayers for healing for Juana Maria Diaz Perez (mother
of Ruben Diaz), Bob Rackleff, Rich Peyton, Brant Copeland, Martha Kutter, Joyce Crawford, Bev Breedlove,
Tara Reynolds, Sandra Sherrard, Martha Snowden, Wayne Friedemann and Peggy Wright-Cleveland. We offer
prayers for strength and mercy for Evanna (sister of Wayne Friedemann), Patricia McCoy Delancey, and
Thaddeus Gillon. We pray for the staff and volunteers of Second Harvest of the Big Bend as well as those
of all our mission partners. We pray for victims of gun violence in our community and our country. We
pray for the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba, Pastor lzett Sama Hernandez, and Pastor Alison
Infante. We pray for peace in Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, and around the world. We also pray for those in military
service, including Brian Guisao, Ross Yeilding, David DelRossi, and Owen Elzie.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children are welcome in this service as full members of God’s family. Parents and children are invited to use
whatever is useful in the basket by the door to the Narthex. Childcare for children under the age of kindergarten
is in the Education Building. Please note that during worship the Education Building is locked. Please enter
through the breezeway door.

Restrooms are located in this building through the door at the end of each ground floor aisle of the sanctuary.

An induction loop system is available in the sanctuary. To use the system, switch your compatible hearing
aid to the T—telephone mode or request a wireless headset from an usher.

Large Print Versions of the Glory to God hymnal and worship bulletin are available from ushers.

Visitors: We are glad you are here this morning! If you have questions about our congregation or membership,
please let us know by using the friendship registers or speaking to one of the greeters so we can connect you
with the right people. We welcome new members after worship on the second Sunday of each month.

We will celebrate Black History Month with a potluck luncheon immediately after worship today. We will be
joined by Dr. Aron Meyers, Director of the John G. Riley Center & Museum. All are welcome!

GIVE ONLINE

<=

Online Offerings &
Donations

CHECK-IN

—)

Let us know you came
to Worship today!
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JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

165 The Glory of These Forty Days
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Appropriate for singing at any time during Lent, this stately text connects Jesus’ wilderness fast with the
solitary testing of other prophetic souls: Moses, Elijah, Daniel, and John the Baptist. This sturdy 16th-century
chorale melody formed the basis of Bach’s Cantata 126.

TEXT: Gregory the Great, 6th cent.; trans. Maurice F. Bell, 1906, alt. ERHALT UNS, HERR
MUSIC: Klug's Geistliche Lieder, 1543; harm. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1725 LM



Lord, Have Mercy upon Us 575
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on us; Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.
Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text KYRIE ELEISON (Pardini)

MUSIC: J. Christopher Pardini, 2005
Music © 2011 Birnamwood Publications (a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.)



FORGIVENESS

How Blest, Those Whose Transgressions 446

(Psalm 32)
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Although this is one of the traditional seven penitential psalms, it could equally well be called a psalm of
thanksgiving for forgiveness. It bears witness to the desirability of confession as well as to God’s gracious
and forgiving nature, encouraging the faithful to seek God.

TEXT: The New Metrical Version of the Psalms, 1909, alt.

MUSIC: William Lloyd, 1840
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JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

224 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

() _# ‘ | | |
>’ I P — I 1 1
y oL I o —— I 1 o 1‘:
 en W 1
Dj f% ) P s ’ = .
1 When 1 sur - vey the won -drous cross on  which the
2 For - bid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the

3 See, from  his head, his hands, his feet, sor - row and
4 Were the whole realm of na - ture mine, that were a
—

o e i ) —
PE e mr—— 5 | =55 F
7 i i i — i
! ‘&H T N
) u | | | ) | |
P -V i i ! I I ; ; i i
l’ji?? 2 s .
— I < o
Prince  of glo - 1y died, my rich - est gain I
death  of  Christ my  God; all  the vain things that
love flow min - gled down; did e’er such love and
pres - ent far too small; love so a - maz - ing,
/—\
’ J . P S B
d 7
o Wi | T I
7 i I—P—r i i
1 ] i f i
F |

Hu | ‘ ‘

P’ A IV f f T T .

7 e 1 T i i T p— f T

s T4 d ! T i !
eL )

oo Ser F i
count but loss, and pour con - tempt on all my pride.
charm me most, I sac - ri - fice them to his blood.
sor - row meet, or thorns com - pose so rich a crown?
) di - vine, de - mands my soul, my life, my all.

~ ) —
B B e s e °
o % % ) ] % 7] . I —
\ I

This carefully crafted text from the beginning of the 18th century conveys much the same intensity and
vividness as a miniature painting of Christ’s crucifixion, and this lyrical and dignified tune reinforces the
sense that time stands still while we share such meditation.

TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1707 ROCKINGHAM
MUSIC: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1783; harm. Edward Miller, 1790 LM
(alternate tune: HAMBURG, 223)



607/ Praise God, from Whom

All Blessings Flow
Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise Christ, all peo - ple
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TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988 OLD HUNDREDTH
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551 LM

Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg



SERVICE MUSIC
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O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 833
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This intense hymn of commitment to God (addressed as Love, Light, and Joy) closes with an invocation of
the ultimate testimony to those attributes (the Cross). The composer, a Scotsman, named this specially-

composed tune for the 11th-century patroness of Scotland.

TEXT: George Matheson, 1881, alt.
MUSIC: Albert Lister Peace, 1884, alt.

ST. MARGARET
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