
 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
First Presbyterian Church 

Tallahassee, Florida 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 7, 2025, 11:00 AM 

Ringing of the Zimbelstern    

Rev. Glenn Hodges Call to Worship 

There is good and there is wicked in the world. 

Lord, help us find the good.  

The wicked are perishing. Like chaff, they will not stand before the Lord. 

Lord, drive wickedness away with the wind.  

The good is like a tree, planted by streams of sweet water. 

Lord, let goodness yield its fruit in every season. 

Our delight is in the law of the Lord. 

Let us meditate upon God’s promises from morning into night. 

Opening Prayer    

*Hymn 663 Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun MORNING HYMN 

*Call to Confession    

*Assurance of Pardon  

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

*Asterisks indicate to please rise in body or spirit. Congregational responses are in bold print. 

Voluntary Siciliana William Walond  

 GATHERING  

 *Prayer of Confession 

O God, you have given us a firm foundation in Jesus Christ, 

yet we have chosen to build on sinking sand. 

The works of our hands crumble around us, 

and our best efforts are not good enough; 

sin is real, and we are powerless before it. 

Forgive us for thinking we know best. 

Mend our broken values and create in us hearts that seek your purposes, 

so that what we build with our lives may give you glory. 

Welcome and Announcements   

*Sung Response Hymn 583 Gloria, Gloria GLORIA (Taizé) 

Sung once in unison, twice in canon (A = North, B = South) 



 

 

Hebrew Scripture Jeremiah 18:1–11  

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Luke 14:25–33 Rev. Glenn Hodges 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

Sermon    

 RESPONDING  

Hymn 5 God the Sculptor of the Mountains  JENNINGS-HOUSTON 

 PROCLAIMING  

Prayer for Illumination  Carol Wynn 

Prayers of the People   

God our Savior, hear our prayer. 

… in whose holy name we pray. Amen. 

Call to Offering   

Presentation of Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings 

Epistle Philemon 1–21  

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

*Hymn 686 God of Our Life SANDON 

*Affirmation of Faith (Nicene Creed) Page 34 in the Hymnal 

 *The Peace 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you.  

Anthem Be Thou My Vision Heather Sorenson 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

Naught be all else to me save that Thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

(You shine in the night.) 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

Naught be all else to me save that Thou art. 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

(You shine in the night.) 

High King of heaven, my victory won! 

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision (and You will still be my vision) 

O Ruler of all. 

 

Be Thou my Light when I walk through the night. 

*Presentation Hymn 608 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow PRAISE GOD (Hopson) 

*Prayer of Dedication   



 

 

 SENDING  

*Hymn 213 In the Cross of Christ I Glory  RATHBUN 

*Charge and Blessing   

The Lord bless and keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.  

Alleluia! 

Proclaim the message, be persistent in prayer, do the work of the gospel, and carry out the ministry 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Voluntary Trumpet Voluntary; Allegro  John Bennett  

Invitation to the Lord’s Table   

 SEALING  

Great Thanksgiving    

God is with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to our Creator. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

… So we praise you, with the saints who rest in light and all the heavenly host.  

Sanctus — Hymn 552  LAND OF REST 

… we acknowledge the great mystery of our faith:  

Memorial Acclamation — Hymn 553  LAND OF REST 

… until we, too, rest with the saints in a greater light.   

Amen — Hymn 554  LAND OF REST 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup   

The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

Hymn 718 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said  BOURBON 

Hymn 754 Help Us Accept Each Other BARONITA 

*Prayer After Communion   

The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kindom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kindom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  



 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

110 North Adams Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 

E-mail: office@oldfirstchurch.org 

Phone: (850) 222-4504 

Fax: (850) 222-2215 

www.facebook.com/oldfirstchurch 

Website: www.oldfirstchurch.org 

SERVING IN THE LITURGY 
DESIGNATED PASTOR Rev. Glenn Hodges 

PARISH ASSOCIATE Rev. Dr. Greta Reed 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC Dr. Bryan Stenson 

ORGANIST Dr. Judy Arthur 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR Fran Owens 

COMMUNICATIONS AND 

ADMINISTRATION COORDINATOR 
Claire Hodges 

VIDEO TEAM LEAD Carl Morse 

CUSTODIAN AND SUNDAY HOST Becky Brown 

Children are welcome in this service as full members of God’s family. Parents and children are invited to use 

whatever is useful in the basket by the door to the Narthex. Child care for children under the age of kindergarten is in 

the Education Building. Please note that during worship the Education Building is locked. Please enter through the 

breezeway door. 
 

Restrooms are located in this building through the door at the end of each ground floor aisle of the sanctuary. 
 

An induction loop system is available in the sanctuary. To use the system, switch your compatible hearing aid to the 

T–telephone mode or request a wireless headset from an usher. 
 

Large Print Versions of the Glory to God hymnal and worship bulletin are available from ushers. 
 

Visitors: We are glad you are here this morning! If you have questions about our congregation or about church 

membership, please let us know by using the friendship registers or speaking to one of the greeters so we can connect 

you with the right people. We welcome new members after worship on the second Sunday of each month. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Check-In 

Let us know you came 

to Worship today! 

Give Online 

Online Offerings 

& Donations 

QR Codes 

MEMBERS OF SESSION 2025–27 
CLASS OF 2025 

Donna Barber 

Carolyn Bradley 

Debbie Gibson 

Patrick Kennedy 

Sue Safford 

CLASS OF 2026 

Jane Atkinson 

Daniel Bruno 

Eleanor Cleveland 

Janet Fixel 

Greg Riccardi, Clerk

CLASS OF 2027 

Kay Crowell 

Jon Dodrill 

Caitlin James 

Mary Kutter 

Deb Whisnant 

“Kingdom” or “Kindom” in the Lord’s Prayer? Kingdoms were the dominant community structure when our 

Scriptures were written. Some find it meaningful to think about other Biblical metaphors to convey the ethos of care 

and genuine kin-ships about which Jesus taught and preached. Please pray as you choose. 
 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations — We offer prayers for healing for Amy Guthrie, Wayne Friedemann, 

Barbara Kronholz, Martha Kutter, Joyce Crawford, Bev Breedlove, Tara Reynolds, Sandra Sherrard, and Martha 

Snowden. We offer prayers for strength and mercy for Zella Cook (mother of Lisa Cook), Evanna (sister of 

Wayne Friedemann), Patricia McCoy Delancey, Thaddeus Gillon, and Aidan (grandson of Sue Safford). We pray for the 

staff and volunteers of Second Harvest of the Big Bend as well as those of all our mission partners. We pray for victims 

of gun violence in our community and our country. We pray for the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba, Pastor 

Izett Samá Hernández, and Pastor Alison Infante. We pray for peace in Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, and around the world. 

We also pray for those in military service, including Brian Guisao, Ross Yeilding, David DelRossi, and Owen Elzie.  

 IN WORSHIP TODAY  
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Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
CELEBRATING TIME

663

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Thomas Ken, 1695, alt.
MUSIC: François Hippolyte Barthélémon, 1785; harm. The Church Hymnal for the Christian Year, 1917

MORNING HYMN
LM

These three stanzas (of the original fifteen) convey the essence of the morning hymn that was paired with
“All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” (no. 675) in the daily devotions of the boys at Winchester College.
This tune was later composed especially for these words.

6/4/13
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God the Sculptor of the Mountains
THE TRIUNE GOD

5

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Thornburg, 1993, alt.
MUSIC: Amanda Husberg, 1995
Text © 1993 John Thornburg
Music © 1996 Abingdon Press (admin. The Copyright Company)

JENNINGS-HOUSTON
8.7.8.7.8.7

Despite the great sweep of these stanzas, each one ends by describing how our human condition needs God’s
help: formless, aimless, hungry, searching. Each of these adjectives is followed by a related three-syllable
petition: shape us now, lead us now, feed us now, meet us now. 

005-god the sculptor-667.mus, Page 1
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God of Our Life
CELEBRATING TIME

686

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Hugh Thomson Kerr, 1916, alt.
MUSIC: Charles Henry Purday, 1860; harm. John Weaver, 1986
Text © 1928 F. M. Braselman, ren. 1956 Presbyterian Board of Christian Education
    (admin. Westminster John Knox Press)
Music Harm. © 1990 Hope Publishing Company

SANDON
10.4.10.4.10.10

This text was created for the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, by its pastor. He wrote these words especially for this tune, originally composed
for John Henry Newman’s text “Lead, Kindly Light.”

6/4/13
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Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow

SERVICE MUSIC

608

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Neil Weatherhogg, 1988
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 2008
Text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg
Music © 2008 Hal H. Hopson

PRAISE GOD (Hopson)
LM
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Lord, Have Mercy
SERVICE MUSIC

551

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: American folk melody; arr. Richard Proulx, 1984
Music Arr. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.

LAND OF REST

5/17/13

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: American folk melody; adapt. Marcia Pruner, 1980; arr. Richard Proulx, 1984
Music Adapt. © 1980 Church Pension Fund 
Music Arr. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.

LAND OF REST

552Holy, Holy, Holy
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Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen
SERVICE MUSIC

553

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: American folk melody; arr. Richard Proulx, 1984
Music Arr. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.

LAND OF REST

554 Amen

555 O Lamb of God

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: American folk melody; arr. Richard Proulx, 1995
Music Arr. © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: American folk melody; arr. Richard Proulx, 1995
Music Arr. © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc.

LAND OF REST

LAND OF REST

5/17/13
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SERVICE MUSIC

553

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: American folk melody; arr. Richard Proulx, 1984
Music Arr. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.

LAND OF REST

554 Amen

555 O Lamb of God

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: American folk melody; arr. Richard Proulx, 1995
Music Arr. © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: American folk melody; arr. Richard Proulx, 1995
Music Arr. © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc.

LAND OF REST

LAND OF REST
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Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

718

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles William Everest, 1833, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. Freeman Lewis, 1814; harm. John Leon Hooker, 1984
Music Harm. © 1984 John Leon Hooker

BOURBON
LM

Written by a nineteen-year-old in Connecticut, this challenging text has been widely printed on both sides of
the Atlantic. It is strengthened by its resolute repetition of the same four words at the beginning of each
stanza and by the appropriately stark shape note tune.
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
The scriptural basis of this text is Romans 15:7, recast as a prayer in the opening two lines of the first stanza.
The many implications of living as people who have been accepted by Christ fill the remaining stanzas. This
tune was composed for the first publication of this text.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Fred Kaan, 1974
MUSIC: Doreen Potter, 1974
Text and Music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company

Help Us Accept Each Other 754

BARONITA
7.6.7.6.D
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In the Cross of Christ I Glory
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

213

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: John Bowring, 1825
MUSIC: Ithamar Conkey, 1849

RATHBUN
8.7.8.7

Like Isaac Watts’s “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (nos. 223, 224), this hymn is a reflection on Galatians
6:14, but this text is more abstract and devotes no attention to the person hanging on the cross. The tune is
named for a soloist in the composer’s Connecticut choir.
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