
First Presbyterian Church
110 North Adams Street 

Tallahassee, Florida 32301
Phone (850) 222-4504

Fax (850) 222-2215
email: office@oldfirstchurch.org  
website: www.oldfirstchurch.org

www.facebook.com/oldfirstchurch

 
S U N D A Y  S C H E D U L E  

9:15 a.m.
 Adult Church School Meet and

Greet on Zoom & In Person in the
Westminster Room Program starts

at 9:30 a.m.

9:15 a.m. 
Nursery open for

infants – two-year-olds.

9:30 a.m.
Younger Children’s Class

Room 306
Older Children’s Class

Room 301

11:00 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary.

Childcare is available for children
younger than kindergarten.

 
 

In Person and
Live-Stream Worship

Visit www.oldfirstchurch.org to
download Sunday's bulletin and

view the service. Services are
recorded and available for later

viewing on YouTube
@FPCTallahassee.

 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Monday-Friday
 

FIRST PRESS
T H E  N E W S L E T T E R

O F
First Presbyterian Church

 
F E B R U A R Y  6 ,  2 0 2 3

Disciplefest 2023:
Nurturing the Garden (Luke 13:6-9)
Friday and Saturday,  March 3 and 4

 
Come to Dogwood Acres Camp and

Retreat Center Friday and Saturday,
March 3 and 4,  for Spring 2023

Disciplefest,  with the theme
"Nurturing the Garden." The
Presbytery's Committee on

Educational Resources has assembled
a diverse selection of workshops and

trainings to instruct elders,  educators
and members in ways we can all

nurture the church.  Stay overnight on
Friday and enjoy campfire fellowship,

hot dogs and s'mores and a devotional
led by Rev.  Bil l  Lamont.

 

Register and reserve overnight lodging
by Friday,  February 24!

Gifts will be accepted throughout
February.

http://www.oldfirstchurch.org/
https://www.dogwoodacres.org/
http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/disciplefest/
https://forms.gle/3dsjXRLx8MJwqsq67


A Message from Our Pastor
Rev. Anne H.K. Apple

It doesn’t have to be the blue iris, 
it could be weeds in a vacant lot, 

or a few small stones; 
just pay attention, then patch a few words

together 
and don’t try to make them elaborate, 

this isn’t a contest 
but the doorway into thanks, 

and a silence 
in which 

another voice may speak.

Scripture reminds us of the rhythm of creation, “There was evening, then morning, …
the first day.” And God looks over all of creation and says, “It was good. Very good.” In
Mary Oliver’s poem, Praying, she describes the power of prayer in creation. She
welcomes the freedom and the joy found in looking a bit more deeply and finding a
new way in prayer. It does not have to be perfect, she says about prayer, “just pay
attention.” 

Since we arrived in December, I have prayed in the courtyard before worship. I am so
grateful for this space. Some mornings I circle the columbarium, other mornings I pull
out my phone and snap pictures of the steeple, the garden, the view of the street from
the covered walkway. One day I came outside to the hose spewing water - and my first
thought was not, “Remember your baptism and be glad!”

What I am trying to do with this prayerful ritual is to pay attention.   

The courtyard space is holy. 

Maybe I am drawn there because it is the space where there is a visible witness to
those who have joined the great company of the Saints in Light. It is a good place to
pray. I stand in the grass, next to the columbarium, or on the church steps for a
different perspective to reflect, to watch and to remember God’s work through time in
Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. The courtyard is a place to return, and to
remember, that death is not the end, but only a sign of an impending resurrection.  



Early on New Year’s Day, tucked deeply into the shrubs next to the Education building, as I
was praying with my camera in hand, there was a faded plastic egg. It had been left
forgotten, yet revealed by the leaves that let go in a freeze. The faded plastic Easter egg
was also a marker of a joyful time of the church gathering at play in this holy space and
remembering the power of the resurrection. Out of death, comes life and the truth that we
are Easter people!

I thought I’d share two images of the delight I found in the courtyard this week. New life in
the form of beautiful blooms!

Also, another image from Sunday night when a group of young people gathered to use their
God given gifts as vocal performers in a recital in the sanctuary. What a joy to see member,
Carla Connors, with her students. These opportunities to share our space plant seeds for
gospel ministries not yet born.

Lent is coming - and we will be using the courtyard space in worship. 

God’s peace and presence to you,
Anne



Adult Church School

Su nda y ,  Feb ruar y  12 ,  2023
9:3 0  a .m .  s ta r t  t im e

(9 : 15  a .m.  m eet  a nd  gre et )
Ma rk  S t .  Am and  i s  a  f ree lan ce  g ra ph ic

de s ign er  f ro m S outh  Lo u is ian a .  He  h as  30
so met h ing  year s  o f  p ro fes s io na l  wo rk  and
ma ny  g ive  and  t ake  e nc ou nte rs  t o  sh are .



Nursery and Preschool Childcare
9:15 a.m. – the end of worship

 
Infants and children up to three years old – main floor nursery

Three – Pre-K children – third floor preschool classroom
 

The Twinkle Toes Agency staffs both rooms. All our sitters are
CPR/First Aid trained and have had a full background screening.

There are two sitters in each room. Please don’t hesitate to
contact

Eleanor Cleveland at eleanor@oldfirstchurch.org  about
childcare.

 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 12,  2023
 

Younger Children's Class
9:30am Room 306
Pre-K - 3rd grade

This week, the Younger Children wil l  fol low the
lectionary,  focusing on a lesson about the good

Samaritan called “The Good Neighbor.”
 

Older Children's Class  
9:30am Room 301

4th-8th grade
This week, the Older Children wil l  continue their
journey through the New Testament, focusing on

sheep.

mailto:eleanor@oldfirstchurch.org








February 18 ,  2023
Gun V io lence in  Leon County a  publ ic  forum

 
Mark  your  ca lendars  for  Saturday  Feb .  18  when  Good  Shepherd  Catho l ic

Church  wi l l  host  a  pub l ic  forum on  Gun  V io lence  in  Leon  County  and
How I t  i s  Be ing  Addressed .  Sher i f f  Wa l t  McNe i l  w i l l  be  on  a  pane l  as

we l l  as  our  own  Emi ly  Bruno  who  wi l l  d iscuss  our  Guns2Gardens
min is t ry .  The  event  i s  9 :30- 12 :30  a t  Good  Shepherd ,  4665  Thomasv i l l e

Road .
 

Oppose The Death Penalty!
 

   For  decades  our  denominat ion  and  the  Sess ion  o f  our  congregat ion  have
cons is tent ly  ca l led  for  the  abo l i t ion  o f  the  death  pena l ty .  We  have  re jo iced  as

suppor t  for  cap i ta l  pun ishment  has  dec l ined ,  both  in  F lo r ida  and  in  our  country .
   Another  oppor tun i ty  i s  coming  to  take  a  s tand  aga inst  the  death  pena l ty .   Governor
DeSant is  has  s igned  a  warrant  for  the  execut ion  o f  Dona ld  D i l l beck .  The  execut ion  i s

schedu led  to  take  p lace  on  Thursday ,  Feb .  23 ,  2023 .
   E f for ts  cont inue  in  the  cour ts  to  preserve  Mr .  D i l l beck ' s  l i fe .  I f  these  e f for ts  fa i l
and  the  execut ion  takes  p lace ,  there  w i l l  be  serv ices  to  lament  both  Mr .  D i l l beck ' s

v io lent  acts  and  the  v io lent  act ion  o f  the  s ta te  in  tak ing  h is  l i fe .
   A t  th is  po in t ,  p lans  for  these  serv ices  are  incomplete .  Be  on  the  lookout  for  more

in format ion .  P lan  now to  jo in  w i th  Ta l lahassee  C i t i zens  Aga inst  the  Death  Pena l ty  and
others  to  pro test  th is  v io lent  act ion  o f  the  s ta te  o f  F lo r ida ,  be ing  done  in  your  name.

 

Tallahassee Citizens Against the Death Penalty  gather at the capital
rotunda after an execution for a Service of Remembrance



 

FEBRUARY  24 ,  2023  @ NOON |  GOD  SQUAD  |  F IRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH OF
TALLAHASSEE

GOD  SQUAD  -  LOVE  THY  NE IGHBOR.  NO  EXCEPTIONS?
 

 Does  the  admoni t ion  to  love  one ’s  ne ighbor  rea l l y  come wi thout  except ions?
Must  churches  we lcome whi te  nat iona l i s ts?  Gay  coup les?  Trump suppor ters?
BLM act iv is ts?  January  6  sympath izers?  I s  everyone  my  ne ighbor?  And  what

does  love  rea l l y  mean?
Jo in ing  us  for  God  Squad  are  Pastor  Betsy  Oue le t te  Z ie rden  o f  the  Un i ted

Method is t  Church ,  Fa ther  T im Ho leda  o f  S t .  Thomas  More  Co-Cathedra l ,  D r .  Gary
Shu l t z  o f  F i rs t  Bapt is t  Church  Ta l lahassee ,  Pastor  Joe  Dav is ,  J r .  o f  Truth

Gatherers  Communi ty  Church ,  S te fan ie  Posner  o f  Temple  I s rae l ,  and  Pastor
Lat r ic ia  Scr iven  o f  Sa in t  Pau l ' s  Un i ted  Method is t  Church .  

Th is  event  w i l l  be  he ld  a t  F i rs t  Bapt is t  Church  o f  Ta l lahassee .  Meet  the
pane l i s ts  and  RSVP  for  the  February  24th  program here :

h t tps :// t lh .v i l l agesquare .us/event/go lden-ru le/ .
A l l  God  Squad  forums  are  f ree  and  open  to  the  pub l ic .  Lunch  i s  ava i lab le  for  $ 10

i f  you  RSVP  by  2/21  and  $ 15  w i th  a  la te  reservat ion  or  a t  the  door .  Quest ions?
Contact  e l i za@vi l lagesquare .us  or  a t  850-281- 1223 .

 

Photo credit: Joe Flood.

https://tlh.villagesquare.us/event/golden-rule/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/


 The Choir meets at 10:15 a.m. on Sundays and 7:00
p.m. on Wednesdays and we are open to all singers.

 
Contact Ethan Murphy or the church office for

more information.
 

F I R S T
P R E S S

The newsletter of
First

Presbyterian
Church

The newsletter is prepared on Mondays,
including those Mondays that fall on

holidays.
 Please submit items for publication to:

newsletter@oldfirstchurch.org
no later than noon on production

Mondays; or, if possible, earlier the
previous week.

 produces a monthly electronic news-
letter that you may access using this link:
 Panhandle Presbyterian

http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/news-newsletters/panhandle-presbyterian/
http://www.presbyteryofflorida.net/news-newsletters/panhandle-presbyterian/


ON
SUNDAYS 

 If you need reserved
parking, please call Lori at

222-4504, or email
office@oldfirstchurch.org.

Calling for
counting help

 

Every Sunday our financial
offerings get counted, recorded
and deposited in the bank. We

have a dedicated group of
members who perform this

service, some of whom have been
on counting teams for more than

thirty years. But time and illnesses
have taken their toll and we are in

need of some new volunteers.
We have four teams of two or
three that rotate serving for a
month each quarter. On most

days the task can be
accomplished in approximately 30

minutes or less. Please consider
volunteering to serve on a team or
as a backup. If you have questions

call Jim Davis at the church or
Norma Meier at 850-443-9925.

 

PLEASE  COME ! !
Presbyter ian Women ’s

Winter  Luncheon
 

Sunday ,  February  19 ,  2023
 immediate ly  a f ter  church

Westminster  Room and  on  Zoom
 

***  POTLUCK Sa lad  Buf fe t***
     B r ing  a  favor i te  sa lad  to  share .
      D r ink  and  desser t  p rov ided .   
 L inda  Smi th  w i l l  g ive  a  message

guaranteed  to  insp i re !
 

mailto:office@oldfirstchurch.org


SECOND HARVEST BREAD BOXING
Friday March 3 from 9:45 - Noon 

If you are interested in joining your First Pres family in helping provide food for the
hungry in February, you can sign up at

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849AAA72DAB9-second
 or

contact Debbie Gibson at gibsond1207@mail.com or 850-656-3659.
We hope you can join us some time soon.

First Pres has volunteered to help serve Sunday dinner at Grace Mission on the
second Sunday of every month. The next date is  Sun. February 12; we meet at 4

pm and are finished by 6 pm.
If you are interested in helping in this worthwhile effort, please contact Carol
Weissert at cweissert@fsu.edu or go to the Sign Up Genius page directly at 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4caca72ca3f85-grace1
Hope you can join us.

SERVING MEALS ATSERVING MEALS AT
GRACE MISSIONGRACE MISSION

OUR FOOD GIFTS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED.
Thank you so much for your wonderful support of our First Sunday Food Collection

efforts! Your food donations are brought alternately to Second Harvest and to Elder
Care Services (ECS), and have been converted hundreds of meals for our hungry and
food insecure neighbors. We have all seen the increased prices in the grocery store,

and ECS food pantry organizer, Linda, recently shared that the need in our community
now is even greater than it has been. So please mark your calendars now for our next

food collection date on
Sunday, March 5, 2023.

 Please consider including in your grocery list some items for those food-insecure
neighbors around us. For questions, please contact Jan Bush. A list of the most-

needed items is provided here for your convenience.  
Cereal - Peanut Butter - Canned: Fruits, Vegetables, Meats, and Hearty Soup/Stew

Food Offering for Elder Care Services
and Second Harvest of the Big Bend 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849AAA72DAB9-second
mailto:gibsond1207@mail.com
mailto:cweissert@fsu.edu
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4caca72ca3f85-grace1


Sunday
Festival Readings

 

February 12, 2023
6th sunday after epiphany

deuteronomy 30:15-20
psalm 119:1-8

i corinthians 3:1-9
matthew 5:21-37

 
 

 

Holy scripture teaches us that God created
humankind in god’s own image. Christ calls
us to love God, with all our mind, soul, and
heart, and our neighbor as ourselves. With
this comes the sacred responsibility to treat
each human being with the love and respect
due to a child of God. 
We acknowledge the long history of
systemic racism that, through violence, laws,
policies, and their implementation, was
intended to exclude persons who are not
Caucasian from benefits and opportunities -
from the first European settlers who
considered themselves entitled to land and
violently displaced indigenous people from
their homes, to the equally long history of
slavery which built the wealth of this
country, to Jim Crow laws to current
instances of police brutality and the
overwhelming mass incarceration of people
of color.
We declare ourselves utterly opposed to all
forms of systemic racism. We are committed
to standing with those who find themselves
on the receiving end of any form of racism.
We will seek out opportunities to oppose all
forms of systematic racism and to ensure
that black lives matter, as do those of
indigenous, Asian, and Latinx people and
persons of all colors or countries of origin.
Our faith tells us that we can do no less, if we
truly affirm that all human beings are made
in god’s image.
We dream of a day in which all persons are
treated as bearers of that image.

 



daily lectionary for

february 1-15, 2023

If you wish to read these on your computer you
will find them on the PCUSA website here.

Wednesday, February 1 
 Morning: Pss. 96; 147:1–11

Evening: Pss. 132; 134
Isa. 52:13–53:12

Gal. 4:21–31
Mark 8:11–26

Thursday, February 2
Morning: Pss. 116; 147:12–20

Evening: Pss. 26; 130
Isa. 54:1–10 (11–17)

Gal. 5:1–15
Mark 8:27–9:1

Friday, February 3
Morning: Pss. 84; 148

Evening: Pss. 25; 4
 Isa. 55:1–13
Gal. 5:16–24
Mark 9:2–13

Saturday, February 4
Morning: Pss. 63; 149
Evening: Pss. 125; 9

 Isa. 56:1–8
Gal. 5:25–6:10
Mark 9:14–29

Sunday, February 5
Morning: Pss. 103; 150

Evening: Pss. 117; 139 Isa.
57:1–13 Heb. 12:1–6 John

7:37–46

Monday, February 6
Morning: Pss. 5; 145
Evening: Pss. 82; 29

Isa. 57:14–21
Gal. 6:11–18

Mark 9:30–41
Tuesday, February 7
Morning: Pss. 42; 146
Evening: Pss. 102; 133

Isa. 58:1–12 2
Tim. 1:1–14 Mark 9:42–5

 Wednesday, February 8
Morning: Pss. 89:1–18; 147:1–11

Evening: Pss. 1; 33
Isa. 59:1–21 

2 Tim. 1:15–2:13
Mark 10:1–16

Thursday, February 9
Morning: Pss. 97; 147:12–20

Evening: Pss. 16; 62
Isa. 60:1–22

2 Tim. 2:14–26
Mark 10:17–31 

Friday, February 10
 Morning: Pss. 51; 148
Evening: Pss. 142; 65

Isa. 61:1–9
2 Tim. 3:1–17

Mark 10:32–45

 Saturday, February 11
Morning: Pss. 104; 149

Evening: Pss. 138; 9
 Isa. 61:10–62:5

2 Tim. 4:1–8
Mark 10:46–52

Sunday, February 12
Morning: Pss. 19; 150

Evening: Pss. 81; 11
 Isa. 62:6–12 1

John 2:3–11
John 8:12–1

 Monday, February 13
Morning: Pss. 135; 145

Evening: Pss. 97; 11
 Isa. 63:1–6
1 Tim. 1:1–17
Mark 11:1–11

Tuesday, February 14
Morning: Pss. 123; 146

Evening: Pss. 30; 8
 Isa. 63:7–14

1 Tim. 1:18–2:8 (9–15)
Mark 11:12–26

Wednesday, February 15
Morning: Pss. 15; 147:1–11

Evening: Pss. 48; 
 Isa. 63:15–64:9

1 Tim. 3:1–16
Mark 11:27–12:12

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/


daily lectionary for

february 16-28, 2023

 Thursday, February 16
Morning: Pss. 36; 147:12–20

Evening: Pss. 80; 27
Isa. 65:1–12
1 Tim. 4:1–16

Mark 12:13–27
Friday, February 17

Morning: Pss. 130; 148
Evening: Pss. 32; 13

 Isa. 65:17–25
1 Tim. 5(1–25

 Mark 12:28–34
Saturday, February 18
Morning: Pss. 56; 149

Evening: Pss. 118; 111 Isa.
66:1–6 1 Tim. 6:(1–5) 6–21

Mark 12:35–4
 Sunday, February 19

Transfiguration of the
Lord

Morning: Pss. 103; 150
Evening: Pss. 117; 139

Dan. 7:9–10, 13–14
2 Cor. 3:1–9

John 12:27–36a 
 

Monday, February 20
Morning: Pss. 5; 145
Evening: Pss. 82; 29

Deut. 6:1–15
Heb. 1:1–14
John 1:1–18

Tuesday, February 21
Morning: Pss. 42; 146
Evening: Pss. 102; 133

Deut. 6:16–25
Heb. 2:1–10

John 1:19–28
Wednesday, February 22

Ash Wednesday
Morning: Pss. 5; 147:1–11

Evening: Pss. 27; 51
Jonah 3:1–4:11

Heb. 12:1–14 Luke 18:9–14
Thursday, February 23

Morning: Pss. 27; 147:12–20
Evening: Pss. 126
102 Deut. 7:6–11

Titus 1:1–16
John 1:29–34

Friday, February 24
Morning: Pss. 22; 148
Evening: Pss. 105; 13

 Deut. 7:12–16
Titus 2:1–1

 John 1:35–42
 

 Saturday, February 25
Morning: Pss. 43; 149
Evening: Pss. 31; 143

Deut. 7:17–26
Titus 3:1–15

John 1:43–51
Sunday, February 26
First Sunday in Lent
Morning: Pss. 84; 150
Evening: Pss. 42; 32

Jer. 9:23–24
1 Cor. 1:18–31
Mark 2:18–22

Monday, February 27
Morning: Pss. 119:73–80; 145

Evening: Pss. 121; 6
Deut. 8:1–20
Heb. 2:11–18
John 2:1–12 

Tuesday, February 28
Morning: Pss. 34; 146

Evening: Pss. 25; 9
 Deut. 9:(1–3) 4–12

Heb. 3:1–11
John 2:13–22

If you wish to read these on your computer you
will find them on the PCUSA website here.

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/daily/

