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ItĈs that time of the year again when we spring 

forward into daylight savings time and walk 

around like the living dead for a week or more 

while our bodies adjust to the change!  This is just a 

friendly reminder to set your clock ahead by one 

hour before you fall asleep Saturday, March 9; 

that way you, or at least your clock, will be in 

synch with DST Sunday morning. 

Ugh! 

 
ñCall to Action on Climate Change for Young and Oldò  

School Strike for the Climate of Tallahassee  
 

¶ What: Sunday, March 10, 9-9:30 make posters for school strike rally in Westminster Room.  
¶ Friday, March 15, 9-1:00 join students in school strike rally in front of Old Capitol  
 
We have just finished a three-week series on the book Climate Church, Climate World and one of the 
recommendations of the author, Jim Antal was that we need to speak out about the injustices of cli-
mate change in the public square.  March 15, we have an opportunity to do this. There will be a global 
school strike of students asking elected officials to address the escalating climate crisis. The strike ac-
tion is part of a growing international movement of students who instead of attending classes are tak-
ing part in demonstrations to demand action to prevent further climate change.   Please join 13-year-
old Charlotte Stuart-Tilley, our local leader for the March 15 school strike, in front of the old capitol 
from 9-1. In preparation, please join us in the Westminster room next Sunday, March 10, from 9-9:30 
to make posters and signs for the rally. All supplies will be provided. Just bring your creative juices and 
passion for doing something about the growing climate crisis.  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In 1978 I was ordained by the Presbytery of South Louisiana of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States (PCUS ). At that time the conversation about homo-
sexuality was heating up in the what was informally known as the ñSouthernò 
Presbyterian Church.  In 1983 the PCUS and the United Presbyterian Church 
(UPC) reunited to create the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  For decades the 
question of homosexuality continued to drain energy and distract attention from 
the mission of the church.   

I wonôt go into the upôs and downôs of the controversy.  I donôt want to resurrect 
the debates about ñpurityò versus ñunityò or the debacle of changes to the Book 
of Order adopted by one General Assembly and rescinded by another.  Suffice it 
to say that in our denomination, sexual orientation no longer dictates whether a 
person can be a deacon, an elder, or a minister of Word and Sacrament.  Re-
garding same-sex marriage, ministers are free to preside at such unions if their 
conscience allows.  Whether a same-sex marriage can take place on the property 
of any local church is up the session of that church.   

True, this is an awkward arrangement, but itôs a lot easier to live with these 
standards than it was back in the day, when gay and Lesbian Presbyterians could 
be ordained, but only if they were not ñself-affirming practicing homosexuals.ò 

My heart goes out to my brothers and sisters in the United Methodist Church on 
both sides of this issue.  For the ñwinnersò of the debate at the 2019 General 
Conference who feel that ñBiblical authorityò has been preserved, I pray that 
ñmore lightò might break forth from Godôs Word for them. For the LGBT mem-
bers of the UMC who must decide how to live faithfully under their Book of Disci-
pline, I pray Godôs love and grace.  Itôs not hard to imagine the heartbreak and 
anguish that my Methodist kindred are feeling right now because we Presbyteri-
ans have been that way before.   

Hereôs what the United Methodist Book of Discipline says: 

While persons set apart by the Church for ordained ministry are subject to 
all the frailties of the human condition and the pressures of society, they 
are required to maintain the highest standards of holy living in the world. 
The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. 
Therefore self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as 
candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United 
Methodist Church. (304.3) 

. . . Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted 
by our ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches. (341.6) 

 One of the great strengths of the UMC has been its ability to be both di-
verse and unified.  I hope that this sister denomination will find a way to live to-
gether within the ñtie that binds our hearts in Christian love.ò  
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Lectionary Readings 

March 10, 2019 
1st Sunday in Lent 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-16 

Romans 10:8-13 
Luke 4:1-13 

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP 

March 10, 2019 

6-7:30 p.m. at 
Fellowship  Presbyterian 

We will explore the environmental 
nature of our upcoming Bridges 
Mission Trip while also discussing 
what we can do here in Tallahassee 
to advocate for the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Service & Supper 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

6:00 ï 7:00 p.m. 

We will begin with a short, 
interactive service that 
includes the imposition of 

ashes in the sanctuary and will 
end in communion around the 
Westminster Room tables and 
a simple soup supper. No cost, 
no reservations.  Just come.  
Begin the season of Lent 
around the table with your 

church family. 



 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake-a-thon 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

5:30 ï 7:00 p.m. 

Westminster Room 

Come enjoy some Fat Tuesday Fun with lots of 
pancakes, bacon, beads, masks and pancake 
games.  No reservations necessary.  Just come 
and eat and play with your church family. 
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ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΦ 

March 10, 2019 9:15 a.m.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  

Adult Bible Study Class 
Calvin Room (across from the church office) 

We will continue our study of the Book of Romans with 
chapter 8:26 ïChapter 9.  Each Sunday we read selec-
tions from the Bible and discuss their meaning for our 

lives today.  Visitors are welcome to join us! 
 

Hearing the Word 
Room 205 

This class meets to discuss articles, books, and essays 
of the class membersô choosing that relate to faith 

experiences and serving in the world. 
         

Inquirersô Class 
Westminster Room 208 

The Inquirers' extended look at the churchôs response 
to the present climate emergency continues (focus: 
ñThere IS Hope; There ARE Solutionsò). Please arrive 
early (9:00 AM) to help make posters for Fridayôs 
school strike/student rally (see announcement in this 
weekôs newsletter). At 9:30 AM, Cara Fleischer (Co-

Leader of the local Citizens Climate Lobby, and Creation 
Care Leader at Saint Paulôs UMC) will explain ñCarbon 
Fee and Dividendò and the ñGreen New Dealò and will 
join Pam McVety in leading the Inquirersô conversation. 
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CǊŜŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΥ 

ǿǿǿΦDƻƻŘ{ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘtŀǊƛǎƘΦƻǊƎκƴŜǿǎκǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

/ƻƴǝƴŜƴǘŀƭ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŀŎƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎΦ 

Help Us Keep the Church 
Directory Up To Date 

 
Have you moved recently?  Planning 
to?  Changed your phone number or 
email?  Please help us update the 
church directory by getting your con-
tact updates to us by: 
 
Email:  office@oldfirstchurch.org or 
 
Letter:  Office Administrator 
      First Presbyterian Church 

     110 North Adams Street 
      Tallahassee, Florida 32301 or 
 
Phone:  Phone (850)222-4504 or 

      Fax (850)222-2215 

mailto:gibsond1207@gmail.com
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/author/carafleischer/
mailto:office@oldfirstchurch.org


  
Rebekah Circle 

will meet on Tuesday, March 12th at 10:00 am. 
Judy Flanagan will host our meeting in the Pub at 

Westminster Oaks. 
Kay Crowell will lead our Bible study.  

Deborah Circle 
will meet on Tuesday evening, March 12, at Jodee 
Dorsey's home at 7 PM.  Jodee will also lead our 

bible study of Lesson 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please mark your Calendars for the 

Presbyterian Women Mission Workshop 
on Sunday, April 7 after worship. 

Everyone is invited - plan to join us in the 
Westminster Room. 

 
Bring a bag lunch, and we will supply cookies, ice 
water and mission opportunities - a fun and mean-
ingful event. 
We are collecting the items below in preparation for 
the workshop: 
¶ Stamps for Mission:  used commemorative 
stamps cut out to leave a ı inch paper border 

Items to support those in Marianna still recovering 
from Hurricane Michael: 
¶ Size 5 & 6 diapers and wipes 
¶ Cleaning supplies - disinfecting wipes and 
spray for kitchens and bathrooms 

¶ Personal Hygiene - soap, shampoo, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes 

These items may be brought to the church office or 
brought directly to the Mission Workshop 

on April 7. 
Look for more details about the workshop in next 

week's newsletter. 

   
 

 

 
Spring Concert  

Faith Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, April 7 at 3pm .  

SAVE THE DATE 

 



 

 




